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S A -+ THANKSGIVING BLESSING* 7 .-

‘ : The following is recited by one who_ “sumved a"r.j‘afpgérous sit
A2 Blessed are You HASHEM, ‘Ki’r'zg‘b"f_ the un{ugf%; Who'b
"7 things upon the guilty, Who has bestowed every g0
.. me. Tl . 2

G . i Conére-g-ati'o;j[_ ;'esponds .
" Amen. May He Wha has beétozé?dé?g‘bodnesg ipon ‘jo

-bestow every goodness' upon you:'far"z_gg"r_."_. =

@ﬁwuo (fbeMcHas Ter)

[7a] R. Johanan says in the name of R. Jose: How do we know
that the Holy One, blessed be He, says prayers? Because it says:
Even them will I bring 1o My holy mountain and make thew joyful in My
house of prayer.s It is not said, ‘their prayer’, but "My prayer’; hence
[you learn] that the Holy One, blessed be He. says prayers. What
does He pray?—R. Zugra b. Tobi said in the name of Rab: ‘May
it be My will that My mercy may suppress My anger, and that My
mercy may prevail over My [other] attributes, so that 1 may deal
with My children in the attribute of mercy and, on their behalf, -
stop short of the limit of strict justice’. € Ir was taughe: R. Ishmael
b. Elisha says: I once entered into the innermost part [of the
Sanctuary] to offer incense and saw Akathriel Jah,7 the Lord of
Hosts, seated upon a high and exalted throne. He said to me:
Ishmael, My son, bless Me! 1 replied: May it be Thy wall.that Thy
mercy may suppress Thy anger and Thy mercy may prevail over
Thy other attributes, so that Thou mayest deal with Thy children :
according to the attribute of mercy and mayest, on their behalf, ’
stop short of the limit of strict justice! And He nodded to me with
His head. Here we learn [incidentally] that the blessing of
an ordinary man must not be considered Lightly in your eyes. !




@MtDMSH (GENES'S i?:‘f)

4. AND OUT OF THE GROUND THE Lorp Gobp
FORMED (WAYYIZER) EVERY BEAST OF THE FIELD
(11, 19). R. Johanan b. Zakkai was asked: Since it is already
written, Let the earth bring forth the living creature (1, 24),
what is taught by AND OUT OF THE GROUND THE
Lorp Gop rForMED? [He replied]: The earlier verse
refers to creation, whereas this treats of gathering them
together,! as you read, When thou shalt mass (tazur)
against a city a long time, in making war against it to take
it (Deut. xx, 19).3(R. Aha said: When the Holy One,
blessed be He, came to create Adam, He took counsel
with the ministering angels, saying to them, * Let us make

. man’ (1, 26). ‘What will be the nature of this man?’ they
inquired. ‘His wisdom will exceed yours,’ He answered.
What did the Lord do? He brought the animals, beasts,
and birds before them and asked them, *What should be
the name of this?’ but they did not know; ‘of this?’ and
they did not know. Then He paraded them before Adam,?
and asked him, ‘What is the name of this?’ ‘An ox.’..

“And of this?’ ‘A camel.’ ‘And of this?’ ‘An ass.” ‘And of

this?’ ‘A horse.’” Thus it is written, AND THE MAN
GAVE NAMES TO ALL CATTLE, etc. (11, 20). Said He
to him, ‘And what is thy name?’ ‘It is fitting that I be
called Adam, because I was created from the ground
(adamak),’ he replied. ‘And what is My name?’ ‘It is
fitting for Thee to be called Adonai (Lord), since Thou art

Lord over all Thy creatures,” was the answer. R. Hiyya
said: Thus it is written, I am the Lord, that is My name
(Isa. xL11, 8), which means, That is My name by which
Adam called Mé] Then he paraded them , again before him

in pairs, [male and female]. Said he, ‘Every one has a
partner, yet I have none’: thus, BUT FOR ApaMm
THERE WAS NOT FOUND A HELP MEET FOR HIM!
And why did He not create her for him at the beginning?
Because the Holy One, blessed be He, foresaw that he
would bring charges against her, therefore He did not create |
her until he expressly demanded her. But as soon as he did;
so, forthwith THE LorD GOD CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP’
TO FALL UPON THE MAN, AND HE SLEPT (11, 2I).
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The Gemara cites another incident involving these Tannaim:
1m— And this is another incident that occurred when KR 37
XITTIRD 91K X W1 PN 13 A3 — R Meir, R’ Yehudah and
R’ Yose were traveling on theroad.  xpwa pu7ma 1M 37 -
R’ Meir would examine the name of the owner of the lodgings
where they intended to stay,®' w7 1y XY 10w 137} AN 137
xnwa — but R’ Yehudah and R’ Yose would not examine his
name. KPSUIK W3 XN XA wn 12 ~ When they came to a
certain place, they asked for lodging, W% 131 - and they
were given lodging. 7w ma 5 ymx — They asked [the
owner], “What is your name?” =i WY max — He said to
them, “Kidor.”  Rw1yw7 o7 mym vy x — [R’ Meir] said to
himself, “Infer from this that he is a wicked man,” 3, R
R N25AD M — as it is stated: for they are a generation (ki
dor) of reversals, children in whom I have no trust. 2 aman
Mo MY mbwx o - R Yehudah and R’ Yose, who were
not particular about names, entrusted their purses to him.!
o Y wx X5 e 1371 — R Meir, however, did not entrust
his purse to him;®! max7 MR 13 AN bix — instead, he
went and placed it by the grave of [his host’s] father. wmnx
ambna mY — That evening [the host’s father] appeared to [the
host] in a dream saying, X733 X¥UIT KWK NI Xpa oy KR
— “Come take the purse that is lying by the head of that
person [i.e. by my head].” %3 2% mnK 127 G M ey ~
The next day, [the host] said to them, “This is what was
revealed to me in my dream.” 113 mb ww 127 X Y vy
xynn — They! said to him, “A dream of Friday evening has
no substance.”!  mpnR) xpb D MILN TR 1237 S - R’
Meir went to the grave, and guarded [his purse] the entire day,
and brought it back after the Sabbath. 10317 3112 11K Y
— The next day, [R’ Yehudah and R’ Yose] said to [the host],
“Give us back our purses.” D%y D77 XY 3h My — He

said to them, “It never happened,” i.e. you never entrusted
your purses with me.  Xpw3 M7 K5 RpR xp a7 Wb MR -
R’ Meir said to them, “Why do you not examine names?”
% 19 nmx XY wnx w9 ¥y — They said to him, “Why did
master not tell us to distrust this man?” KT K MY Mmx
xwwn Xx — [R’ Meir] answered them: “When I said that one
should be particular about names, I meant only that suspicion is
warranted in the case of someone with an unseemly name.
IR M PR — But with regard to establishing him asa wicked
person, did I ever say such a thing?"'®

@ Tamun Cb(:r&Ac&u #b)

Ruth. What is the meaning of Ruth?—R. Johanan said: Because
she was priviléged to be the ancestress of David, who saturated®
the Holy One, blessed be He, with songs and hymns. How do we
know that the name [of a person] has an effect [upon his life]?2—

R. Eleazar said: Scripture says: Come, behold the works of the Lord,
who hath made desolations in the earth.3 Read not shammath, ['deso-
lations'), but shemoth [names}. - -

@MBMSH (TANOHUM-A ‘ HA‘A‘LM\\\/)

oOne should always be careful to choose a
name for his child suitable to the child’s
potential righteousness...the name can
have either a good or bad Influence.
MIDRASH TANCHUMA, PARASHAS HA'AZINU



@ b sha’ad Teva

After Yitzchak, everyone was allowed to name his own
child. Even so, we do not really choose the name our-
selves, for Hashem is a partner in naming every child.
The Ar z'l said, “None of the names in the world are co-
incidental.” Those who think that children receive names
at random are mistaken. Hashem must approve of every
name, and that name then becomes associated with the
character or actions of the person.“ For this reason, se-

lecting a name requires careful consideration.

@TA\,MUO QNDT)A 2 ARA a?a)

According to the one who relies on Thou shalt
“keep my covenant, the qualification is not there, since a woman is
not subject to the observance, while according to the one who
relies on He who is circumcised shall circumcise, the qualification is there,
for a woman should be classed among the ‘circumcised’. But does
anyone hold that 2 woman 1s not [qualified to perform circum-
cision]. Does not scripture say, Then Zipporah took a flint?4—Read
into it, she caused 1o be taken.5 But it also says, And she cut offl —Read
into it, and she caused it to be cut off, by asking another person, a
man, to do it. Or you may say it means that she only began and
Moses came and completed it.

(@) Tawmn (Bava veTzia 570)

1251137 0¥ — And R’ Chelbo said:  tapa oy oy ko oy
inyx — A person must always be careful about his wife's
honor, 1Y Suaw3 KoK o W N3 N3 MXR 173 PRY —
because blessing is found in a person’s house only on account
of hiswife. 1y MW BYRRD,, MKW — Asit is stated:s
And he [Pharaoh] treated Avram well on her [Sarah’s] account.
Xyinn 1ab X379 3nY 727 200y — And this is what Rava meant
when he told the people of Mechoza: = 13wy ¥ 1Y 11PAR |
1nynny — Honor your wives in order that you may become
wealthy.



